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the department's graduates in prominent departments throughout the 
country. With Hudson's assistance, they obtained positions at North- 
western, Chicago, Columbia, Maryland, Iowa, Utah, Illinois, the 
University of Pennsylvania, Syracuse, and Michigan, and in this way 
contributed to the spread of new "scientific geography." 

Rhoads Murphey went to the University of Pennsylvania in 1957, 
but retunled to UW the following year. In 1964, he left for Michigan. 
The China regional field was subsequently covered by Kuei-sheng 
Chang, who came in 1966 from Wayne State. Urban studies and trans- 
portation became the domain of Ed Ullman; Marion Marts offered a 
program on water resources, and for awhile also taught the course on 
mountain geography, first introduced in 1947. The program in car- 
tography absorbed the attention of Joe Williams and Henry B. 
Leppard, assisted by John Sherman and Willis Heath. 

Major efforts were made in the second part of Hudson's chair- 
manship to secure financial support for research projects that would 
engage the faculty and graduate students. Ed Ullman brought with 
him a 3-year research commitment financed by the Office of Naval 
Research; later he joined a Stanford project on the Philippines, and 
later conducted extensive research in Sardinia. He directed the 
Meramec Basin Research project in St. Louis, and the Washington 
Center for Metropolitan Studies in Washington, D.C. Eyre was en- 
gaged in research in Japan, while Murphey conducted various research 
efforts related to China. Sherman supervised the Boeing "Moon 
Project," and, later, various efforts to construct maps for the blind. 
Garrison and Marts were responsible for the U.S. Highway Project, 
Richard Morrill researched settlement models, and Morgan Thomas 
conducted research on growth poles, while Douglas Jackson investi- 
gated Soviet agriculture. External support (from the Ford Foundation, 
Office of Education) sustained graduate student research. Jackson's 
students (Neil Field, Phil Pryde, Phil Micklin, Robert Jensen, Victor 
Mote, Kathy Braden, and Ihor Stebelsky) became leading experts in 
Soviet geography, and to this day hold various prominent positions 

VELIKONJA: Geography at the University of Washington 155 

in the United States. Jackson in 1967 directed the National Defense 
Education Act Institute for Teachers on Geographic Patterns of So- 
viet Development. 

By the time Hudson had completed his 12 years as chair, the 
department had gained a national and international reputation, and 
was ranked as high as fourth in the country. This reputation was due 
to innovative research in scientific methods, and application of these 
methods in theoretical and empirical research; significantly increased 
numbers of faculty and student publications; and the stimulating Dis- 
cussion Papers series; but most of all, it was due to careful 
management by Donald Hudson. 

Richard Morrill in 1973 characterized the period: 

in the 1950s, building particularly on earlier German and Swedish work, 
arose the conception of a scientific geography based on the role of abstract 
characteristics of space itself (area, distance, density, shape, patterns, 
network structure, etc.) on the behavior, arrangement and regional orga- 
nization of both human and natural phenomena. The Department of 
Geography at the University of Washington played a major role in this 
fundamental transformation and expansion of the discipline. 

Hudson reached 65 years of age in 1962; he stayed as chair until 
June 1963. ~ a r i o n ' ~ a r t s  was appointed to succeed him, but chose 
instead to accept the position of vice-provost, and later the deanship 
of the summer program. John Sherman took over as acting chair- 
man, and was appointed for the regular term in 1964. Donald Hudson 
remained on the faculty for 3 more years, continued as the graduate 
advisor, and retired in June of 1967. He died on November 27, 1989 
at the age of 92. In 1990, the department, with contributions from 
Hudson's heirs, established the Donald and Nellie Hudson Endow- 
ment Fund. 

The Sherman Era: 1963-73 
The 10 years of Sherman's chairmanship represented a difficult 

time for the university and for the department. The university went 
through enrollment expansion and also faced maior confrontations. 
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Ed Ullman's death in 1976 at the age of 63 left a major gap in the 
department, not so much for the teaching program, but mostly be- 
cause of his pioneering research and advocacy of geography. He 
actually directed only a few theses and dissertations. By the 1950s, it 
had become apparent that his attitude toward teaching, research, and 
public service was different from that of his administrative superi- 
ors. He served as associate dean of the UW Graduate School from 
1962 to 1965, and directed the Center for Urban and Regional Re- 
search in 1968-69. In 1974, President Nixon appointed Ullman to 
the Amtrak Board of Directors. Ullman's colleagues and friends, 
under the leadership of Ron Boyce, published a book of his works in 
1970 under the title, Geography as Spatial Interaction. The depart- 
ment honored him by naming the geography library the Edward L. 
Ullman Library, and by establishing in his name an endowment to 
support graduate students. 

Ronald Boyce left in 1976 to accept a deanship at Seattle Pacific 
University. The urban geography program of teaching and research 
was continued with David Hodge and kchard Morrill, with new stress 
on social and political urban issues. Jonathan Mayer joined the fac- 
ulty in 1977 to provide additional support for transportation and urban 
studies. His interest in medical geography, however, took most of 
his attention. 

Research and graduate programs were built around research spe- 
zialties of the faculty: cartography added automatic mapping to the 
core program in cartographic design and production; economic ge- 
ography expanded the urban studies component with the addition of 
social and political aspects; and regional development and industrial 
geography became a self-standing specialty with greater stress on 
regional development theories, regional policies, corporate spatial 
behavior, and transfer of technologies. Transportation geography 
Focused on the analysis of networks and flows, especially water and 
air transportation systems. Environmental concerns and issues of 
natural resource management retained their broad scope in research, 
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leaning on supporting programs outside the department. Social ge- 
ography, with stress on settlement, migration, and welfare, grew from 
its start in the mid-1960s into a major arena of social concerns. These. 
specialties are more evident in students' research achievements than 
in the titles of scheduled courses. Regional area studies were placed 
into a secondary role. 

The Thomas Era: 1983-90 
Morgan Thomas took over the chairmanship in 1983 after 15 

years as associate dean of the Graduate School. The period is charac- 
terized by numerous substantive changes in the department's 
composition and programs. 

The economic geography emphasis became the umbrella for es- 
tablished tracks of location theories and regional economic analysis, 
with explicitly identified expansion in public policies and simulation 
modeling, patterns of technological change, and domestic and inter- 
national trade. A major addition within this frame was the expansion 
of medical geography, including environmental factors in health and 
health care delivky systems under the direction of Jonathan Mayer. 
Cartography was reshaped into computer-assisted cartography and 
geographical information systems (GIs) design and use. Urban ge- 
ography expanded its social and political roles, including examination 
of alternative social theories. Regional geographical studies found a 
new niche under the label of international relations and foreign af- 
fairs. The regional concern was used for the application of 
geographical concepts in a regional context. During this period, Jaime 
Kooser left for Evergreen State College (1 985); while John Sherman 
(1986), Marion Marts (1986), and Kuei-Shan Chang (1987) retired. 
Four new faculty members were added: Tim Nyerges (1985) and 
Victoria Lawson from Ohio State University (1986), Nick Chrisman 
from the University of Wisconsin (1987), and Lucy Jarosz from UC- 
Berkeley (1990). Thomas also succeeded in hiring Kam Wing Chan, 
who came from Hong Kong and began teaching in winter 1992. 
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When John Sherman retired in 1986, after 44 years of teaching, 
his cartography program was discontinued and replaced by computer 
graphics, and, more recently, by the GIs undergraduate and graduate 
programs. The program is led by Tim Nyerges and Nick Chrisman, 
and has already achieved national recognition. 

The retirement of Marion Marts in 1986 also closed a chapter of 
the departmental program. For the more than 20 years during which 
Marts served in university administration, he remained an active par- 
ticipant in the departmental programs by teaching courses and 
seminars in resource management, by advising and directing students, 
and by supervising a number of theses and dissertations. During 1980- 
84, he also served as the university ombudsman. 

In 1986, an external review of the department recognized its major 
achievements and identified a number of its shortcomings in pro- 
gram, faculty activities, and management. The report had a major 
impact on the future of the department. To improve the department's 
image, The Chronicle, an annual report of the professional achieve- 
ments of its faculty, students, and alumni was started in 1986. 

The Thomas period is characterized by efforts to hire new fac- 
ulty of great promise, and thus, reorient the departmental programs. 
The restriction of new faculty hiring to most junior candidates, the 
delay of approval of faculty replacement for retired members, and 
the reduction of faculty positions had a major restraining impact on 
the department. 

The retirement of George Kakiuchi in 1990 meant the end of a 
vigorous Japanese studies program, mostly evident in the continu- 
ous flow of Japanese geographers through the department. George 
was honored with special recognition by his Japanese colleagues 
during an invited visit to Japan in 1992. The position was later dis- 
continued. Douglas Fleming, who served with the department from 
1965-92, developed an extended program in water and air transpor- 
tation, and, with his association with the Institute for Marine Studies, 
remained the chief advocate of interdisciplinary transportation train- 
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ing and research at the university. His retirement in 1992 terminated 
this endeavor. Victoria Lawson brought into prominence new stress 
on social theory and regional analysis of Latin America. When Lucy 
Jarosz came in 1990 from Berkeley, departmental offerings in the 
field of political economy and regional development expanded with 
an emphasis on Africa. 

William Beyers Chairmanship: 1991-Present 
In January 199 1, Morgan Thomas accepted the position of asso- 

ciate dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, and William Beyers 
assumed the chairmanship. The principal challenge of the depart- 
ment was to carry out a major modification of departmental orientation 
with reduced faculty. The university's expanded undergraduate of- 
ferings in the evening program, and its two new branch campuses, 
had an impact on the department. Although geography was not in- 
cluded in branch campus programs, faculty retirements opened new 
potentials for program modification. Four faculty members, Kuei- 
sheng Chan (retired in 1987), George Kakiuchi (in 1990), Douglas f Fleming (in 1992), and Joseph Velikonja (in 1993), were associated 
with regional geography programs. With their retirements, the pro- 
grams on Japan, and Western, and Eastern Europe were discontinued. 
Only the Chinese field continued. Douglas Jackson reoriented his 
early Soviet regional research and became the leading organizer and 
promoter of Canadian interdisciplinary studies. 

The newest faculty member, Katharyne Mitchell, came in the 
fall of 1993 after completing her doctorate at Berkeley. At the same 
time, David Hodge served in Washington, D.C. as the program di- 
rector for geography with the National Science Foundation. 

The Future 
The future is unpredictable at this time. The university is faced 

with the retirement of President William Gerberding in 1995, uncer- 
tainty persists over state finances, and the retirement of additional 
departmental faculty will further diminish past glories and open new 
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challenges. Established geography offerings are giving way to new 
exploratory endeavors. GIs has replaced cartography, while politi- 
cal economy and social theory are taking the place of locational I 
theories and scientific direction. Regional geography as an analyti- I 
cal field has been replaced by regional comparisons and world views. I 
The once-praised objectivity has given way to engaged geography, 1 
the geography of social consciousness and of social dysfunction. Only 
new faculty will be able to meet these new challenges. 

Sources 1 
Unpublished correspondence, memos, and programs were consulted at the 

University of Washington Academic Record Center and at the University Archives, 
with permission granted by Information Officer Emily Hill. Permission to explore 
Ed Ullman's papers was granted by Joan Ullman. The personal archives of Marion 
Marts and his advice is acknowledged. Correspondence and academic records were 
consulted where available. Personal files were used for the post-1964 history. 

Published records consist of the university catalogs, and histories of the uni- 
versity and of various academic units. Published records include Donald Hudson's 
obituary [Annals AAG 8 113 (September 1991): 5 15-5 181, report on his life and 
work in The Chronicle, articles by participants of the "quantitative revolution" 
Morrill, Berry, Getis, Garrison. Eugene Turner's interview with John C. Sherman 
in The American Cartographer 1411 (January 1987): 75-87 illustrates the cartog- 
raphy endeavor. 

UW Department of Geography Faculty, 1927-94 
Name Education 
George T. Renner, Jr. Columbia, Ph.D., 1927 
Albert L. Seeman Washington, Ph.D., 1930 
Howard H. Martin George Washington, Ph.D., 1929 
Frances M. Earle George Washington, Ph.D., 1929 
Philip E. Church Clark, Ph.D., 1937 
William E. Pierson Washington, M.S., 1934 
John C. Sherman Washington, Ph.D., 1947 
Mary Jo Read Wisconsin, Ph.D., 1942 
Harold E. Tennant Washington, Ph.D., 1937 
Dan Stanislawski California, ?h.D., 1943 
Joseph E. Williams Vienna, Ph.D., 1932 
Estelle A. Rankin Columbia, M.A., 1935 
Marion E. Marts Northwestern, Ph.D., 1949 

Appointment 
1927-33 
1928-42 
193062  
1932-67 
1935-47* 
1937-46 
1942-86 
1943-45 
1944-5 1 
1945-47 
1946-50 
1946-52 
1946-48; 1950- 
86 
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Graham H. Lawton 
William L. Garrison 
G. Donald Hudson 
Henry M. Leppard 
John D. Eyre 
Edward L. Ullman 
W. Rhoads Murphey 
W.A. Douglas Jackson 
Willis R. Heath 
George H. Kaluuchi 
Morgan D. Thomas 
Richard L. Morrill 
Joseph Velikonja 
Richard A. Cooley 
Ronald R. Boyce 
Douglas K. Fleming 
Phillip Bacon 
Kuei-sheng Chang 
Jacek I. Romanowski 
William B. Beyers 
Phillip C. Muehrcke 
Giinther Krurnme 
Jacob J. Eichenbaum 
Carl E. Youngmann 
Virginia Sharp 
David C. Hodge 
Craig Zumbrunnen 
Jonathan D. Mayer 
Jaime C. Kooser 
Timothy L. Nyerges 
Victoria A. Lawson 
Nicholas R. Chrisman 
Lucy Jarosz 
Kam Wing Chan 
Katharyne Mitchell 

Oxford (U.K.), M.A., 1944 
Northwestern, Ph.D., 1950 
Chicago, Ph.D., 1934 
Chicago, Ph.D., 1928 
Michigan, Ph.D., 195 1 
Chicago, Ph.D., 1942 
H m q d ,  Ph.D., 1950 
Maryland, Ph.D., 1953 
Washington, Ph.D., 1958 
Michigan, Ph.D., 1957 
Queen's (Belfast), Ph.D., 1951 
Washington, Ph.D., 1959 
Rome, Ph.D., 1948 
Michigan, Ph.D., 1962 
Washington, Ph.D., 1961 
Washington, Ph.D.,1965 
Peabody, Ed.D., 1955 
Michigan, Ph.D., 1955 
Washington, Ph.D., 1970 
Washington, Ph.D., 1967 
Michigan, Ph.D., 1969 
Washington, Ph.D., 1966 
Michigan, Ph.D., 1972 
Kansas, Ph.D., 1971 
Penn State, M.A., 1970 
Penn State, Ph.D., 1975 
California (B.), Ph.D., 1973 
Michigan, Ph.D., 1977 
California (B.), Ph.D., 198 1 
Ohio State, Ph.D., 1980 
Ohio State, Ph.D., 1986 
Bristol (U.K.), Ph.D., 1982 
California (B.), Ph.D., 1990 
Toronto, Ph.D., 1988 
California (B.), Ph.D., 1993 

* Church became head of new Department of Meteorology in 1947 




