
Department of Geography Coffee Hour: 
The Genealogical Critique of Policing

Date: Friday, January 21, 2022

Time: 4.00- 5.00 p.m. EDT

Location: Zoom

For More information:
https://www.geog.psu.edu/event/genealogical-critique-policing

Dr. Ben Jones is the Assistant Director of the Rock Ethics Institute at Penn State, who does his research in moral, 

legal, and political philosophy and the history of political thought. He is the co-editor with Eduardo Mendieta of The 

Ethics of Policing (New York University Press) and author of Apocalypse without God (Cambridge University Press). 

Much of his current work focuses on normative analysis of police policy and institutions. 

In this coffee hour talk, Dr. Jones will discuss one of his works which situates Black Lives Matter’s (BLM) critique within 

political theory’s genealogical tradition and shows how it unsettles widely held assumptions about the police. This 

presentation will highlight the genealogical critique which (1) uncovers aims of policing absent from standard justifications for 

it, (2) alters the moral meaning of current police failures, and (3) dispels reputational myths enjoyed by police.

Citations: "Introduction: Police Ethics after Ferguson," in The Ethics of Policing (New York 
University Press, 2021) and "Police-Generated Killings: The Gap between Ethics and 
Law," Political Research Quarterly (forthcoming)

https://psu.zoom.us/j/98435953402
https://www.geog.psu.edu/event/genealogical-critique-policing
https://rockethics.psu.edu/people/ben-jones/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnyupress.org%2F9781479803743%2Fthe-ethics-of-policing%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csvp6104%40psu.edu%7Cbe0d8b57abd24897470508d9d4a48566%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C637774625345895265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=RVBBp06H36igxmBqECZxakx%2BDD1wDpA5pt5mmq5sJtQ%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridge.org%2Fcore%2Fbooks%2Fapocalypse-without-god%2F2220F11048E39FA16B150EA9EF2E24C9%23fndtn-information&data=04%7C01%7Csvp6104%40psu.edu%7Cbe0d8b57abd24897470508d9d4a48566%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C637774625345895265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IAJJjyGKlWWFrHvh8Tgxq0%2BfHoX7KXzmDUDldKPfLiI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpreview.aer.io%2FThe_Ethics_of_Policing-Mzk3Mzk5%3Fsocial%3D1%26retail%3D1%26emailcap%3D0&data=04%7C01%7Cbct5191%40psu.edu%7Ccfed02ffff2e454c0b6908d9d45f4d8b%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C637774328051796258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=c%2BZI3QZDZzodkNrGHnsD1rs8Aw6AMMWUHF3xl08SbZY%3D&reserved=0
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